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Less than a second 

separated all fourteen 

drivers in which Darren 

Ravenscroft finished on 

top. Setting a best lap 

time of 28.803, Darren 

Ravenscroft looked the 

most consistent driver in 

the session. The 

championship leader 

Brandon Bethell has seen 

Qualifying 1 

 

Qualifying 2 

 Yet another sign of a 

spanner in the works of 

the championship, as the 

quickest three lap times 

were set by drivers 

outside the top 6 in the 

championship standings. 

Josh Morris looked like he 

was getting eliminated 

until he managed to find 

two tenths to eliminate 

For the first time this 

season Brandon Bethell 

would not be starting from 

the front row of the grid. 

Pole position eventually 

went to Mark Yates who 

currently stands in 9
th
 in 

the championship. Mark 

set the quickest lap early 

in the session with a 

28.544. Completing a 

good qualifying round was 

Darren Ravenscroft who 

joined Mark on the front 

Qualifying 3 

 

  

better days after only 

managing to finish in 

seventh place but briefly 

held 1
st
 place position until 

a kart change midway 

through q1. At the back of 

the field it seemed some 

unlikely names were in the 

cut. Colin Samuel and 

Mark Hitchcock who are 

normally associated with 

the Q3 shootout were out 

in Q1.  

P14 Matthew Mclachlan 

(+0.842) 

P13 Mark Hitchcock 

(+0.836) 

P12 Colin Samuel 

(+0.760) 

P11 Nigel Walne 

(+0.0.540) 

 

  

Brandon Bethell. So the 

championship leader was 

out the action, leaving 

Steve Gray and Josh 

Morris with an opportunity 

to get a head start in the 

grand prix and make up 

some points in the 

championship. 

 

P10 Robert Walker 

(+0.602) 

P9 Julian Philippe 

(+0.491) 

P8 Matthew Casey 

(+0.442) 

P7 Brandon Bethell 
(+0.306)  

row of the grid. Josh 

Morris earned third place 

by narrowly beating Steve 

Gray who starts in fourth. 

Tomek Zaustowicz and 

Ryan Welch made up the 

final positions on the grid. 

For the start of the race 

the grid looks completely 

mixed up from the 

championship standings.  

 

 

P6 Ryan Welch (+0.377) 

P5 Tomek Zaustowicz 

(+0.291) 

P4 Steve Gray (+0.229) 

P3 Josh Morris (+0.217) 

P2 Darren Ravenscroft 

(+0.206) 

P1 Mark Yates (28.544)   
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“Brandon cleared the 

traffic, in time to stop 

Steve getting any 

closer.” 

Mark Yates started well 

from pole position and 

held the lead for the 

opening stage of the race. 

Darren Ravenscroft got 

out of shape in the first 

turn and lost a position 

and as he battled to try 

and regain his track 

position he made contact 

to gain an advantage on 

the first hairpin. Darren 

then received a black flag, 

and with the field being so 

close together, his penalty 

put him in last place. 

Brandon Bethell used the 

close start to make up 

most of his positions, 

gaining four places he 

moved in to third place at 

the end of the first lap. He 

gained a further position 

by the end of lap two as 

Darren Ravenscroft pulled 

in to the sin bin from 

second place. Brandon 

stayed on his charge and 

caught up to Mark Yates 

and took the race lead on 

lap four. As Mark was 

passed by Brandon 

Bethell he had to take a 

wide line which left the 

gap open for Josh Morris 

and Tomek Zaustowicz to 

pass. Steve Gray had a 

tough start to the grand 

prix after getting caught 

up in the middle of the 

field on the opening lap. 

He lost out and ended the 

lap in tenth place. As the 

drivers settled in to single 

file and found their pace 

on the racing line, Steve 

started to regain his 
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positions on track, quickly 

moving up the field to third 

place and catching Josh 

Morris. Steve was setting 

the quickest lap times on 

the circuit and was not 

finished with his relentless 

charge as he passed Josh 

Morris on lap 24. It took 

until the midway point of 

the race for the blue flags 

to come in to effect. 

Brandon Bethell by this 

point had a commanding 

lead of 5 seconds. A close 

race for the drivers in the 

middle order caused 

problems for Brandon as 

the blue flags did not 

disperse the back markers 

as quickly as he would 

have liked. With the back 

markers holding Brandon 

up Steve Gray closed the 

gap to less than a second. 

Brandon cleared the 

traffic, in time, to stop 

Steve getting any closer 

and started to match 

Steve’s pace and 
maintained the gap at 1 

second with just enough 

space between him and 

Steve to stop any chance 

for an overtake. Josh 

Morris had trouble 

clearing the back markers 

and lost ground to the 

race leaders. When Josh 

did get clear he struggled 

to match the race pace of 

Brandon and Steve but 

found a comfortable gap 

between second and 

fourth place to be able to 

drive to a comfortable 

third place finish. The 

battle for the lead was 

decided with 15 laps of 

the race remaining. After 

slowly eating in to 

Brandon’s lead Steve 
caught up and overtook. 

Brandon did all he could 

to fight for his place but 

had to concede to Steve. 

Steve took control of the 

race for the remaining 

laps and set the pace. 

Unable to match the 

speed Brandon dropped 

down to two seconds 

behind. The chequered 

flag came down on a 

close race. Steve took the 

race win coming from a 

bad start to a 

commanding lead. 

Brandon can be happy 

with second place after 

what could have been a 

damaging qualifying 

session; he made up the 

places and did not let 

Josh and Steve gain 

ground on him. So 

Brandon will keep his lead 

in the championship, 

Steve cuts in to the point’s 

deficit slightly and will be 

hoping he can do the 

same on a more regular 

basis. Mark Hitchcock and 

Julian Philippe stay in 

third and fourth place but 

two of the most consistent 

racers have had better 

days. Josh Morris holds 

his place in Fifth with his 

third place finish. Ryan 

Welch took a solid fourth 

place which will see him 

move up in the standings 
to sixth place.          

  

  



 

Position Driver Name Gap Points 

1 Steve Gray - - -  25 

2 Brandon Bethell +2.463 23 

3 Josh Morris +17.754 21 

4 Ryan Welch +26.962 20 

5 Tomek Zaustowicz +1L 19 

6 Matthew Mclachlan +1L 18 

7 Robert Walker +2L 17 

8 Colin Samuel +2L 16 

9 Matthew Casey +2L 15 

10 Darren Ravenscroft +2L 14 

11 Julian Philippe +2L 13 

12 Mark Hitchcock +2L 12 

13 Nigel Walne +2L 11 

14 Mark Yates +6L 10 

    

 

Round 5 

 

Page 3 of 3 


