
 

F1 Championship 2012 

Round 2 - Spain 

 

 

Round 2 of the Daytona f1 championship sees 8 drivers lining up in the pit lane ready 

for the start of qualifying. The slowest driver from the 7 minutes of qualifying session 

1 would be eliminated and be sent to the viewing area while the other 7 drivers battled 

it out in session 2. 

 

Unfortunately for Simon Cooke he could not get the lap time required and sat in last 

place through most of the session. A hard start to the championship for Simon being 

on a new circuit against experienced racers but he would get his chance to make 

amends starting in 8
th

 place in the grand prix. 

 

Session 2 would have 2 of the 7 drivers eliminated and have their grid positions 

locked. 5 Minutes of qualifying was not enough for Rowan Arnold and Dave Pattison 

as they could not scrape a few tenths off their lap times to progress. 

 

Qualifying 3 was the shootout for who earns the right to start from pole position. The 

remaining drivers knew what had to be done and only a few tenths separated 1
st
 from 

5
th

 place on the starting grid. The pole position eventually fell to John Gwyneth who 

posted the best lap time of 26.384 seconds only 2 tenths quicker than Mark Hitchcock 

who now had a second place grid start after a race win in the previous round. 

 

Grand Prix – 66 laps 

 

The green lights marked the start of the race and John Gwyneth had a blistering start 

to move clear ahead of the field in to the top end of the track the action was all behind 

John as Lee Maguire managed to move himself up in to second place from 3
rd

 on the 

grid keeping his kart on the inside line and holding his line to easily take the position 

from Mark Hitchcock. Rocky Lam was the next to make a move through the field as 

Mark Hitchcock made an uncharacteristic mistake at the first hairpin, Mark running 

wide and missing the corner left the room Rocky Lam needed to sweep through on the 

racing line and take an easy 3
rd

 place. Straight after Lee Maguire left the door open on 

the second hairpin for Rocky Lam to sneak up the inside again and this time move to 

2
nd

 place. Some excellent driving from Rocky by putting Mark and Lee under 

pressure moved up two positions. The race order stood with John Gwyneth pulling 

away in 1
st
 place Rocky Lam up to 2

nd
 and Lee Maguire now back in 3

rd
 place and 

Mark losing out on two places now had 4
th

 place. Julian Philippe managed to get up to 

5
th

 place position with an inside overtake on to the bridge when Rowan Arnold left 



 
enough room for Julian to sneak on the inside at the apex and then carried his 

momentum off the bridge to seal 5
th

 place.  

Lap 10 of the race had the marshals reaching for blue flags as John Gwyneth had 

caught the back marker Simon Cooke. Simon responding well to let John through 

with no time lost on Johns lap time. As the drivers were settling in to the rhythm of 

the race the racing line was heating up and the best lap times were starting to appear.  

In the closing stages of the race John Gwyneth was so far ahead he was now coming 

up to lap 3
rd

,4
th

 and 5
th

 place drivers. Firstly Julian Philippe received the blue flag and 

rightly let John through. Mark Hitchcock was next in line in 4
th

 position and received 

the blue flag. As Mark slowed to allow John to pass Julian Philippe stuck to John’s 
bumper and followed through to get the position. Lee Maguire could do nothing to 

stop the same from happening when he allowed john and Julian through. Julian 

managing to hold the pace behind John had managed to pass two drivers and now sat 

in third place. Being so close to the end of the race Lee and Mark could do little to 

fight back and had to settle for 4
th

 and 5
th

 place respectively. A great race from John 

Gwyneth though to start and finish the race in 1
st
 and earn his place on the top step on 

the podium. 

 

 

 

Finishing Positions 

1. John Gwyneth 25 

2. Rocky Lam 23 

3. Julian Philippe 21 

4. Lee Maguire 20 

5. Mark Hitchcock 19 

6. Rowan Arnold 18 

7. Dave Pattison 17 

8. Simon Cooke 16 

     


