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We have flown through the first half of the Daytona F1 format and with the dawn of 

July, Round 7 was quickly upon us as we took the short trip over to scenic Monza, 

just north of Milan, for the Italian stage of the year. A lot of drivers must have been 

taking a summer break as we had just 4 drivers in the paddock for the qualifying 

stage, including F1 newcomer Ian Dorn, who has excelled in other Daytona formats 

this year and has finally stepped up to the top level of senior racing here at Daytona. 

 

Stat Attack 

For a quick look back at the season so far, here’s a few statistics to whet the 
appetite as we move into the sharp end of this year’s season. Including Ian in this 
round, we have had a total of 25 drivers take part so far contesting 384 laps on 3 

different “continents” with 1039 points being earned. John Gwyneth has been the 

most successful driver so far with 3 pole position starts and 3 race wins with Mark 

Hitchcock, Aaron McManus and Matthew Clayden each with 1 win a piece. John 

Gwyneth and Mark Hitchcock have accounted for 7 of the 12 front row positions so 

far and surprisingly Julian Philippe, despite being the championship leader has never 

qualified higher than 4
th

. However, he has made up positions on all, but 1 race this 

season gaining a total on 13 places and only losing 2 in race 5. Conversely, John 

Gwyneth has only been overtaken once this season, by Matthew Clayden in Germany, 

and made only one place in round 3. Mark Hitchcock has been the unluckiest of the 

top 3 only gaining 1 position this season in Round 5, but losing 13 positions in total 

with a disastrous performance in Round 4 costing him 10 of those positions. With all 

the top 3 in action this was sure to be a tense encounter despite the low numbers. 

 

Final Practice 

 Due to the turnout, we tweaked the format to accommodate the number of 

drivers and ran an extended 10 minute practice followed by a single 8 Minute 

qualification session. The pit light flicked over to green and all the drivers quickly got 

down to business on the tarmac. All 4 drivers were happy with their karts and no 

changes were requested during the practice round. Some quick lap times were 

recorded, with Julian Philippe being the stand out driver with a 26.220s as he chased 

the back end of John Gwyneth in front. 

 

Qualifying 

 With the drivers aware that they only had one chance for qualification, we got 

off to a flyer with John Gwyneth setting a 26.224s lap on his very first attempt and 

then posting a 26.100s lap around halfway through the session. The other 3 drivers 

struggled to respond with Julian and Mark Hitchcock exchanging 2
nd

 spot with a 

series of 26.2s lap times. John Gwyneth looked set to pick up his 4
th

 pole of the 



season, but on Lap 15 Julian Philippe completed a great lap to snatch pole with a 

26.099s lap time, just 1/1000
th

 faster than John Gwyneth. It went down to the wire 

with Julian improving to 26.031s and on the final lap John Gwyneth narrowly missed 

pole with a 26.051s lap to secure 2
nd

 position on the grid. Mark Hitchcock picked up a 

close 3
rd

 with a 26.128s from early in the session and Ian Dorn, who may have been a 

little shell-shocked by the high standard, unfortunately only good enough for 4
th

 with 

26.581s. So after the 8 minutes, the grid order would be as follows: 

 

   

1
st
 – Julian Philippe 

2
nd

 – John Gwyneth 

3
rd

 – Mark Hitchcock 

4
th

 – Ian Dorn 

 

53 Laps – Italian Grand Prix 
 

 The drivers lined up on the grid in their qualification positions and by lucky 

coincidence their championship positions as well. Julian Philippe knowing that a win 

would see him edge even further ahead and John and Mark needing to make a move 

to close the gap at the top. The lights changed to green to the usual accompaniment of 

Fleetwood Mac and it was Mark Hitchcock that seemed to get the best start of the top 

three, but John defended well to hold his front row start, his 5
th

 of the season. This 

allowed Julian to gain a precious few tenths ahead of the following pack, but this lead 

was short lived as he drifted wide off the bridge on Lap 4 to allow John to overtake up 

the inside as the drivers headed around the back of the building. John’s signature 
overtake allowed Mark to help himself to 2

nd
 position at Julian’s expense. Ian was 

finding life very difficult in the big leagues and despite some very good lap times, he 

found himself being cut adrift in 4
th

 position. Julian now needed to find the overtaking 

form he has shown all year to drag himself back up the order, but as the race 

progressed John and Mark drove further and further away. The gap between the top 2 

stayed at less than a second throughout the entire race and despite a solid defensive 

drive from John, Mark Hitchcock was the faster driver and looking increasingly 

dangerous as the 53 laps ebbed away. Ian was finally overtaken by the top 3 around 

Lap 28, but graciously moved to the side of the circuit without the need for blue flags 

and so avoiding any back marker drama for John. Julian continued to fall away as the 

race entered its closing laps and was simply unable to match the form of John and 

Mark. Ian was lapped again by these two on the penultimate lap without drama and 

John managed to see out a smooth, if a little nervous, race win having led from Lap 4. 

Mark had to settle for 2
nd

 by 0.274s with Julian a further 8.5s back in 3
rd

. A good 

opening effort from Ian gave him 20 championship points and I’m sure the top 3 
would have appreciated his careful and considerate approach to being lapped. It 

means John Gwyneth is now our championship leader, 3 points ahead of Julian 

Philippe, with Mark Hitchcock a further 1 point back in 3
rd

. 

We will see you again for Round 8 in Singapore! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Finishing Positions 

1. John Gwyneth 25 

2. Mark Hitchcock 23 

3. Julian Philippe 21 

4. Ian Dorn 20 

 


